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Abstract of the contribution: This contribution proposes a new key issue.
1.
 Discussion
The objective of this study is to identify the gaps in the currently defined 5G system procedures specified in TS 23.501 and TS 23.502 to support of GST(Generic network Slice Template) parameters defined in NG.116 and to study potential solutions that may address these gaps. 

In 5G Network Slicing, Network Slice and Network Slice instance are defined. A Network Slice, which is identified by S-NSSAI, is a logical network that provides specific network capabilities and network characteristics. A Network Slice instance, which is identified by NSI ID, is a set of Network Function instances and the required resources (e.g. compute, storage and networking resources) which form a deployed Network Slice. The relationship between Network Slice and Network Slice instance is specified in TS 23.501 as below:

“Based on the operator's operational or deployment needs, a Network Slice instance can be associated with one or more S-NSSAIs, and an S-NSSAI can be associated with one or more Network Slice instances. Multiple Network Slice instances associated with the same S-NSSAI may be deployed in the same or in different Tracking Areas.”

Therefore, to identify the gaps and discuss potential solutions, it is required to study which granularity of Network Slicing (i.e. S-NSSAI or NSI ID) should be considered as a basis for each GST parameter.
2. Proposals
It is proposed to adopt the following text in TR.23.700-40   
*** 1st change (all new text) ***
5.X
Key Issue #X: Granularity of Network Slices
The objective of this study is to identify the gaps in the currently defined 5G system procedures specified in TS 23.501[a] and TS 23.502[b] to support of GST(Generic network Slice Template) parameters defined in NG.116[c] and to study potential solutions that may address these gaps. 

In 5G Network Slicing, Network Slice and Network Slice instance are defined. A Network Slice, which is identified by S-NSSAI, is a logical network that provides specific network capabilities and network characteristics. A Network Slice instance, which is identified by NSI ID, is a set of Network Function instances and the required resources (e.g. compute, storage and networking resources) which form a deployed Network Slice. The relationship between Network Slice and Network Slice instance is specified in TS 23.501[a] as below:
“Based on the operator's operational or deployment needs, a Network Slice instance can be associated with one or more S-NSSAIs, and an S-NSSAI can be associated with one or more Network Slice instances. Multiple Network Slice instances associated with the same S-NSSAI may be deployed in the same or in different Tracking Areas.”

Therefore, to identify the gaps and discuss potential solutions, it is required to study which granularity of Network Slicing (i.e. S-NSSAI or NSI ID) should be considered as a basis for each GST parameter. The following parameters are under consideration: 
· Maximum number of UEs per Network Slice
· Maximum number of PDU sessions per Network Slice
· Maximum UL and DL data rate per UE in a Network Slice

NOTE: The list above can be extended if SA2 identifies other GST parameters to be supported. 
The present key issue shall study:

-
Whether to use Network Slice (i.e. S-NSSAI) as the finest granularity for GST parameters and/or; 
-
Whether to use Network Slice instance (i.e. NSI ID) as the finest granularity for GST parameters.
*** End of the changes ***
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